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Shooting, history and period dress mix with Old
West camaraderie the second weekend of each
. month [rain or shine] at the Ormsby Ranch
located off of Farm-to-Market Road 1434 to
provide a lot of family fun.

“We don’t do re-enactments out here, that’s a
whole other deal,” said Noel “Texas Banker”
Mullins, treasurer of the Lone Star Frontier
Shooting Club. “What this is, is people from all
walks of life getting together to have more fun
than they ought to be able to have.”

LSFSC, formed about 1998, is an affiliated club of the international organization called the
Single Action Shooting Society. Both exist to preserve and promote the sport of Cowboy Action
Shooting through regional matches conducted by the affiliate clubs, according to the SASS
website. SASS also sponsors regional, national and worldwide competitions.

The organization further strives to protect members’ Second
Amendment rights, and ensure safety and consistency in
competition.

Cowboy Action Shooting involves several disciplines using an
array of firearms. The timed competitions take place on “Old
West” style stages. Each competition sets up a specific situation,
most based on famous incidents from the old west, or scenes from
classic western movies. Mock buildings and stages at Ormsby
Ranch include a saloon, a jail and the Alamo among others from
which competitors fire at targets using pistols, rifles and shotguns.

LSFSC hosted their annual Wild Bunch competition in April, a
competition based somewhat on the famous film of the same
name, and on military-style shooting circa the World War I era.

By early Friday morning, a number of recreational vehicles, several vendors and about 100
competitors and spectators were already on hand, with many more expected later in the day.

Texas Banker led the way, pointing out the lay of the land and discussing activities planned for
the weekend.



About the name: SASS members adopt
nicknames unique to them, which are
registered with the organization to ensure no
two people share the same handle.

“Everyone uses an alias,” Texas Banker said.
“Most, myself included, only know almost
everyone by their nicknames only instead of
their real names.”

Participation is also a case of historic costume
de rigueur.

Participants, going by names such as Two Gun Johnnie, Cowtown Jack, Comanche Girl and Hot
Tamale, perambulate about decked out in cowboy, law enforcement, military personnel, prairie
settler and other old west finery.

LSFSC’s monthly get-togethers attract members of all ages, both locally and from out of state.

“A lot of the women out here are just as good as the men,” Texas Banker said. “Quite a few of
them [men] can’t out shoot them.”

In addition to the shooting competitions, participants credit a love of history, a fondness for old
western movies and the opportunity to travel and meet new people with drawing them into the
organization.

Plus, it’s just a lot of fun to dress up and
shoot stuff, several said.

“Well, you have a number of disciplines
here, rifle, pistol and shotgun,” member
Dusty Bottoms said. “This combines all
three, which makes for good competition.
Then you have the dressing up in old west
style, which is fun and sort of revisiting our
heritage. Some people dress to a specific
character, some historic, some just dress
silly like me.”

The acceptable time period runs from about 1860 to early 1900s.

“So you’re looking at Civil War, cowboys, outlaws, railroad conductors, kind of just wherever
your imagination takes you,” member Goatneck Clem said. “It’s just something that’s great for
the families and kiddos whether you’re competing or watching as a spectator.”



